Idiopathic cervical lesions: in vivo investigation by oral microendoscopy and scanning electron microscopy. A pilot study.
The development and progression of cervical lesions have not been thoroughly documented. Clinically, two morphologically distinct forms, saucer-or wedge-shaped, have been described. In this study, the micromorphology of manifest cervical lesions was documented in six subjects, by SEM replication and microendoscopy. Optoelectronic recordings were made of extreme mandibular lateral excursions. Salivary parameters were evaluated and a detailed case history, including oral hygiene and dietary habits, was taken. Lesions of varying severity could be observed in the same subject. Longitudinal fractures of the enamel were common. The dietary analyses were uneventful and salivary values were normal. No correlation was found between brushing habits and the location and severity of the lesions. The optoelectronic recordings, however, indicated a possible correlation between irregular lateral excursion and the severity and location of the lesions, with a tendency for fewer and less severe lesions on the preferred chewing side. The results have indicated some areas of interest for future studies applying non-invasive observation methods.